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reigns in every Breaſt, will exert her Powers: to 
excite us to it. The Tear we refuſe to ſhed 
over the miſeries of others, Gop, and Gop 
only knows, how ſoon we may ſtand in need 
of. Great Travail is created for every Man, 


and an heavy Yoke is upon the Sons of Adam; 


From him that fitteth upon a Thrane 0 Glory to 


bim that is humbled in Earth, and Aſhes. How 


often does an unexpected Stroke of Fortune put 


an End to the moſt extenſive Views of Happi- 


neſs, and change the chearful Scene of Joy and 
Comfort into a melancholy State of Miſery and 
| Deſpair ! If therefore we do not pity. * 
G are in Affliction, when we fall into it 
ourſelyes, who will pity and relieve us? Then 
ſhall we remember the Afflictions of Foſeph, 
and fay as his Brethren did, when they came 
into "Trouble ; We are very guilty 8 ＋ 
Brother, in that. we ſaw the, An 

Soul, when be beſoug bt us, and a Kal mot. 5 


therefore tis this Diftreſs come upon us. What 


black and obdurate Hearts muſt thoſe Men 


Have, who can look with Indifference and Un- 


concern on the Misfortunes: of l * Can ſuch 
Men be honour'd, eſteem di or truſted, in any 
of the Affairs of Life? Shall we not be always 


apprehenſive, that Villany and Perfidiouſneſs 


muſt be the Foe anions of Pride and Inhuma- 
| nity? 7 Surely, to be inſenſible of the Miſeries of 


ot ers is the ert. Ae, U in them; 5 


and the Man, ' who neglects us w hen u 
War not ſeruple to make us ſo. 
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4 Stine proecbeſſ; ant; 


"Tar the Duty 'F am | recommending f is an 


| ht and a neceffary one, every impartial 
Men is, I believe, ſufficiently convinced. That 


it is allo eaſy and ' delightful, is a Truth 


ſcarce leſs ſelf-evident. It is equall attainable 


by every Man, in every Station and Profeſſion. 
4 Science, which. requires no Superiority of 
Wealth, Parts, or Knowledge, to make us Ma- 
ſters of. We have not all of us Riches to be- 
ſtow on the Indigent; we cannot impart Health 


to the Sick, or reſtore Youth to the Aged; but 


we have all of us Eyes to look upon, Hearts to 
feel for and fympathize 89 ee to 180 


5 to and comfort the Afflicted. 
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that is grave and melancholy, it may with . | 
vreatelt Truth he afferted, that be, who is 3 
Stranger to Sorrow, is. a Strar nger 8 the Tat 
Emotions, the nobleſt rom * & human Heart 


is capable of receivi A Affliction 
there is always'a Cern th Cee 5 ih 7 f Goovitlene 
to make the Prauglir leſs bittet, and the 
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to a ce and Folly ha 1 
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maß ſometimes ridicule and deſpiſe,” is what wil 


TY 


in the End moſt intimately unite and endear them 5 c 


to us: Thoſe Things, which in Health and Proſ- 
may raiſe our Laughter and Contempt, in 
Ws is and Adverſity meet with our Eſteem and 


probation ; and we feldom know the true 
Wer we 1 till we © th nr Wake 


of it. 
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opere of this ſhort and important Precept 
my Text, half the Miſeries of Mankind 
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I regard to 
; brd that the beſt Method of ſhewing our Com- 


Paſſion to thoſe, who labour under it, is to ſupply 
their Neceflities ; the happy Lot of the F 


hem Gop hath blefled with'Abundarice. - But 
die is not dhe ent Means, by which the Poor 

be relieved. ' We may weep with them when 
1 weep, and mourn when they mourn; and the 


9 


might bo ft we are liable to here, to which the 
Seeler the Sympathy and Condolement of 
a — Friend a N Jome' mw 


rt * Tn Ame, be th 


it 1 


tender Tear, ſhed by the good an over the de- 
ſtitute and unhappy, may perhaps give him as 
Ba ot . 5 | Bu 2 29 IITSIC "S N31 much . 
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A SERMON pres 


* Conſolation as that e Which the 


Proud and ate 0g FRO on 1255 from Wen- 

Wld. ie 5 i 116 was; 4 ths 
11 Regel to | Aflictions,\ 1 thay! e alley! d 3 

"that. amongſt' thoſe, which daily 1 us, 


- there are ſome of ſo oppreſſive and violent a Na- 


ture as to ſink the Soul into a State of the deepeſt 
Melancholy and Deſpair. This is, for the moſt 
Part, the Time, when the Mind, toe fore to 


admit of Conſolation, will yet find ſome Relief 
in the Condolement of a Friend. Tho' we can- 


not heal the Wound, we may yet pour a Balm 


0 it to mitigate the Pain; and here che Text 


ints out the exact Method and Meaſure of our 

ty. We muſt: nor failito weep with them, that 

Weep, At ſuch a Time, Wit would be odjous 

and Mirth unſeaſonable. We are to behave in a 

Manner ſuitable to the Situation of thoſe we viſit; 
to make uſe of all the Arts, which- Friend- 

.ſhip can ſuggeſt ; to ſoften their Sorrows; to 


calm the "Tempeſt of their] Grief, and ſooth 


them if e Reſt, ee wy 1 8 
en e 12 re | _ 22 Ry 
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z kr. the ewe W 2 Friend can 


afford Comfort 1 in Poverty and Affliction, no leſs 


is its Efficacy in the unavoidable Ills of Sickneſs 


and old Age; and I appeal to the Hearts of all 


who have | languiſh'd under any of thoſe 


| ö Diſtempes our weak. Frames are ſubject to, 


1 ever the Sight of ** F ricnds was ſo pleaſing 
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that melancholy Sour: of W to: viſit ant 


relieve em! | . 5 ts 
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„ Bur if ve even 1 had cine 6 i 


has are the common Portion of Humanity 


(which how few: do Experience will teſtify} there 
is, after all, the Diſeaſe of old Age to be encoun- 
ter d wih and in that Train of IIls, which 


attend, chere is not perhaps a greater than 
that Solitude, which generally accompanies it. 
The old Man has ſeldom any Amuſements but 


his on Reflections; any conſtant Companions 
R but his Infirmities. Even the Bonds of natural 
Affection and the Ties of Kindred are found too 


weak to hold the Impatience of Youth by the 


Side of Age and Imbecillity. Here then, above 


A. | ould we Fami the Duties of Humanity 


the afflicte 


They make the Burthen of Years more tolera- 


len! ſmooth the Bed of Death, and teach us 
to reſign. Life with Calmneſs and Tranquility ; 


le te; Hands af On, # Fl gave I . <4 THY is 


81 BY ever there was. a Time for the Bubject of 
my preſent Diſcourſe. to demand ' your moſt ſeri- 
oa: Sear 4 ever the Virtues! of -Huma- 
DI n to exert All their 

ower, 


ompaſſion; to ſupport the Steps of the 

\ Fetble z 20. raiſe the drooping Head, and chear 
d Heart. Such humane and tender Of- 

fices we: ſhall all, if we live, expect ourſelyes. 
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to their Eyes, or the Voice of thoſe, they.lov'd, F 
fo ſweet to their Ear as when they came in 
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Power, and ſhine with diſti guide di OM 
it is at this 53 and 1e S 
on. The very late dreadſul and unforeſeen 
Calamity, which has ſo alarm'd and terrify'd-us; 


and "ig which we are ourſelves, by the Bleſ- 


fing'of Gon, ſo miraculouſly deliver'd, call upon 
me to point out to you but too many moſt de · 
ſerving, moſt unhappy Objects —— our Commi- 
ſeration. The innumerable, the almoſt irretrie - 


vable Miſeries, which Scenes of his” Kind are 


productive of, cannot be conceived; much lefs 


_ expreſs'd. I need not, I believe, exhort you to 


condole with, to relieve and ſupport, by alt the 


Means in your Power, the unfortunate Sufferers. 


Terror and Affright have hitherto been the only 
Senſations they were capable of receiving... Ther 
have not yet been fufficiently at Leiſure to feel 
themſclves unhappy, or found Time to count 


their Misfortunes. When thaſe Hours come, I 


traſt we ſhall not want Tears to weep: witb, or 
unfeigned Sorrow to aur nh them; and in 
the mean Time it bighly concerns us to look nar- 
rowly into ourſelves. That we. are now here; 
that We poſſeſs our Lives and Properties in Saſe- 


ty; whilſt ſt almoſt every Thing round us lies bu 


ried in Ruin and Deſolation, is a fignal Inſtance 1 
of the Divine Mareyp RN DES 214) ad Ee :. 


Alx the Parts of this g great Metropolis, which. 
1 eſcaped the Fury = this. cruel Diſaſter, 
20 8 with Hearts full: 28 . 
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in beit 88 But it bath, pleaſetl Gop,. . 


that the ſmall, the fortunate Number of thoſe, 


to whom I now addreſs myſelf, are by a Peculia- 


rity of Circumſtances thoſe, who, of all Men, 
have the moſt Reaſon to return Thanks to Al- 


4 mighty Gop for his late Mercies vouchſafed unto! 


: them. What Praife and "Thankſgiving, what, 
Wonder and Adoration is not due to that gracious 


Being, which hath thus preſerved. us; who. . 


when the devouring Flame had ſpread Miſery, 


and Deſtruction on our Right Hand and on our 


Leſt; When there was nothing but Tears, and 


complaining in our Streets, and we expected every. 


Moment to be ſwallowed up in the general Ruin, 


ths ſtopt it juſt at our Doors, and ſaid to the 
deſtructive en en 8 ee K. 0, x 
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4 Werſe, Thing happen unto us. Let the Storm, 
which hath e over us, and the Danger We 
have eſcaped, teach us 1225 Things, which be- 
Let them ſtir us up to tha 


long to our Peace; 


important Duties 2 15 our Religio Let us apply 


ourſelves more eau, to Prayer and Thankf- 
all be, of all Men, the 


giving. I am ſure we 
moſt undeſerving and ungrateful, if we do not 


now frequent this Houſe of Gov; when i it is to 


his gracious Mercy alone we are ſo viſibly indebt- Wh 


ed for the Preſervation of it. A Blefling our un- 
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